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selves. But they never learn to speak and understand more than a
very few words.
Idiots Savants
Once in a while mental deficiency is accompanied by singular
skill in some special line. Such cases are called "idiots savants,"
though, as Edmund S. Conklin points out, they are imbeciles
rather than idiots and they are savants only by courtesy. Their
special skill is generally in the field of memory, mathematics, or
mechanical ability.
Probably the most famous case of an idiot savant was the
"Genius of Earlswood Asylum/3 described by A. F. TREDGOLD,
British authority on feeblemindedness. From 1850 to 1916 an in-
mate of Earlswood Asylum named Pullen astonished authorities
by producing remarkable crayon drawings, carving expertly in
ivory and wood, and constructing ship models so intricate and
detailed that they are still displayed in the two large workrooms
placed at his disposal in the asylum. His proudest accomplish-
ment was a ten-foot model steamship that took more than three
years to complete. Equipped with brass anchors, screws, pulley
blocks, copper paddles, 5,585 copper rivets, and 13 complete life-
boats, it also contains nearly a million and a quarter wooden pins
fixing the planks to the ribs. Pullen made these with a special in-
strument of his own designing. The cabins are decorated and
furnished with chairs, tables, beds, and bunks.
In other abilities Pullen was notably deficient. Until the age of
7 he did not speak and then for a long time uttered only the word
"muwer.35 He learned to wash and dress himself and eventually
to write the names of simple objects, but beyond these elementary
accomplishments he failed to go. Probably it is significant that he
was very deaf. At the asylum he behaved well usually, if left alone
to work out his projects. Once he threatened to blow up the place
because a request was refused, and at another time constructed a
guillotine over his door, planning to behead an unfortunate stew-